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STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 10, 11, 23 and 25-28 stand finally rejected under 102(b), and claims 14-21 
and 29 stand finally rejected under 103(a). Claims 10, 11, 14-21, 23 and 25-29 are 
therefore pending. Claims 1-9, 12-13, 22 and 24 have been cancelled. The Examiner 
indicated that the rejection of claims 10, 11, 14-21, 23, 25 and 26 under 112, second 
paragraph, was withdrawn in view of the remarks in the response filed September 27, 
2005. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 
All amendments have been entered. 


SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 
As shown in Figure 1, this invention relates to a motor vehicle door 10 including 
an interior sheet metal 12, an exterior sheeting 14, and a hollow interior space 16 formed 
between the exterior sheeting 14 and the interior sheet metal 12 (page 6, lines 17-20). 
The interior sheet metal 12 includes an opening 18, and a carrier module closes the 
opening 18 and carries at least one functional part 24 of the motor vehicle door 10 (page 
6, lines 20-27). The carrier module includes a base plate 20 which closes the opening 18 
from inside the hollow interior space 16 (page 6, lines 20-22). An access opening 22 
formed at a free edge of the interior sheet metal 12 is sized large enough to allow entry of 
the carrier module into the hollow interior space 16 (page 6, lines 20-27). This basic 
structure is set forth in independent Claim 10. 

Claim 11 depends on claim 10 and adds that the access opening 22 is closed by 
the exterior sheeting 14, and the exterior sheeting 14 further includes a carrier frame 
(page 6, lines 23-30). Claim 14 depends on claim 10 and adds that the at least one 
functional part 24 is a window lifting assembly 24 including at least one guide rail 24A 
for a window pane 28 that is lifted and lowered (page 7, lines 1-8 and lines 15-17). 
Claim 15 depends on claim 10 an adds that the at least one functional component 24 is a 
window lifting arrangement 24 including a pair of guide rails 24A that are rigidly 
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connected for a window pane 28 which is lifted and lowered (page 7, lines 1-8 and 15-17). 
Claim 18 depends on claim 15 and adds that the window lifting arrangement 24 includes a 
diecast part that functions as, a carrying structure (page 7, lines 12-13). Claim 27 depends 
on claim 10 and adds that the free edge of the interior sheet metal 12 is a side edge (Figure 
1). . 

Independent claim 27 recites a motor vehicle ddor 10 including an interior sheet 
metal 12, an exterior sheeting 14, and a hollow interior space 16 formed between the 
exterior sheeting 14 and the interior sheet metal 12 (page 6, lines 17-20). An access 
opening 22 to the hollow interior space 16 is provided in the interior sheet metal 12 (page 
6,. lines 23-27). A closing plate 30 closes the access opening 22. The closing plate 30 
includes an opening 18 (page 8, lines 29-31). A carrier module including a base plate 20 
carries a window lifting arrangement 24 and closes the opening 18 (page 6, lines 20-22). 
The access opening 22 is sized large enough to allow entry of the carrier module into the 
hollow interior space 16 (page 6, lines 23-27). 

Claim 29 depends on claim 27 and adds that the window lifting arrangement 24 
includes a pair of guide rails 24A which are rigidly connected for a window pane 28 that 
is lifted and lowered (page 8, lines 1-8 and 15-17). 

GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

A. Are Claims 10, 11, 23 and 25-28 properly rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
based on Szerdahelyi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,076,882)? 

B. Are claims 14-21 and 29 properly rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) based on 
Szerdahelyi et al. in view of Carlo (U.S. Patent No. 6,233,875)? 

ARGUMENTS 
A, Anticipation rejection in view of Szerdahelyi 

Claims 10, 23 and 26 

Claims 10, 23, and 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by 
Szerdahelyi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,076,882). The present invention is patentable and 
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strikingly different from Szerdahelyi. As described by the claims, the present invention 

provides a motor vehicle door having: 

... a carrier module that closes said opening and carries at least one 
functional part of the motor vehicle door, said carrier module including a base plate 
which closes said opening from inside said hollow interior space; and an access 
opening formed at a free edge of said interior sheet metal sized large enough to 
allow entry of said carrier module into said hollow interior space. 

[See Claim 10. Claims 10, 1 1, 14-21, 23 and 25-29 of the present invention all share this 
same or similar feature. [See Claims 10, 11, 14-21, 23 and 25-29], 

Szerdahelyi does not disclose the claimed invention. Szerdahelyi discloses a 
window lift mechanism 31 mounted on a module support 3 that closes a cutout opening 
10 in ah inner door panel lb (Figure la). The module support 3 includes assembly 
openings 3a and 3b that are closed by functional units 5 and 6. The Examiner is calling 
the functional units 5 and 6 a carrier module, the assembly openings 3a and 3b an 
openings, and the opening 10 an access opening. 

Szerdahelyi does not disclose an access opening formed at a free edge of an 
interior sheet metal as claimed. In Szerdahelyi, the module support 3 including a mounted 
window lift mechanism 31 closes the cutout opening 10 in the inner door panel lb. The 
cutout opening 10 is not formed at a free edge of the interior door panel lb. Instead, the 
cutout opening 10 is formed in a central portion of the interior door panel lb. The central 
portion of the interior door panel lb is not located at the edge of the vehicle door and is 
certainly not located at the free edge of the vehicle door. Szerdahelyi does not disclose 
an access opening formed at a free edge of an interior sheet metal as claimed. 

Szerdahelyi also does not disclose a carrier module including a base plate that 
closes an opening in an interior sheet metal from inside a hollow interior space formed 
between the interior sheet metal and an exterior sheeting as claimed. Szerdahelyi 
disclose a vehicle door including functional units 5 and 6 that are received in assembly 
openings 3a and 3b of a module support 3. The module support 3 closes an opening 10 in 
an inner door panel lb. An interior space is defined between the inner door panel lb and 
an outer door panel la. The functional units 5 and 6 close the openings 3a and 3b in the 
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module support 3 from outside the interior space, not from inside the interior space as 
claimed. As shown in Figure lc, the seals 51 and 61 around the inner periiiieter of the 
functional units 5 and 6 face into the page. Therefore, the functional units 5 and 6 are 
received in the openings 3a and 3b in a direction towards the page, which is outside the 
interior space. These features are further shown in Figures le and If. The claimed 
invention is, not anticipated, and Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection be 
withdrawn. 

Claim 11 

The rejection of Claim 11 is separately contested from the rejection of Claims 10 
et al. Claim 11 is also not anticipated. Claim 11 recites that the access, opening is closed 
by the exterior sheeting. Szerdahelyi does not disclose this feature. In Szerdahelyi, the 
Examiner is calling the cutout opening 10 the access opening. The cutout opening 10 is 
closed by the module support 3 and is not closed by the outer door panel la. Szerdahelyi 
does not disclose that the cutout opening 10 is closed by the outer door panel la. Claim 
1 1 is not anticipated. 

Claim 25 

The rejection of Claim 25 is separately contested from the rejection of Claims 10 
et al. Claim 25 is also not anticipated. Claim 25 recites that the access opening is formed 
at a free edge of the interior sheet metal, and the free edge is a side edge. The Examiner 
is calling the cutout opening 10 the access opening. As shown in Figure la, the cutout 
opening 10 is formed in the middle of the inner door panel lb. The cutout opening 10 is 
not formed at the side edge of the inner door panel lb as claimed. The claimed invention 
is not anticipated, and Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 27 and 28 

Claims 27-28 are also not anticipated by Szerdahelyi. Szerdahelyi does not 
disclose a carrier module including a window lift mechanism that closes an opening of a 
closing plate, and the closing plate closes an access opening as claimed. In Szerdahelyi, a 
window lift mechanism 31 is mounted to a module support 3 (column 3, lines 36 to 38). 
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Functional units 5 and 6, which the Examiner is calling the carrier module, are also 
assembled on the module support 3. The window lift mechanism 31 is not carried by the 
functional units 5 and 6, but is rather carried by the module support 3. The functional 
units 5 and 6 do not carry the window lift mechanism 3L Szerdahelyi does not disclose a 
carrier module including a window lift mechanism that closes an opening of a closing 
plate that closes an access opening as claimed. The claimed invention is not anticipated. 

B. Obviousness rejection Over Szerdahelyi as Modified by Carlo. 

Claims 14-17 and 19-21 

Claims 14-17 and 19-21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious over 
Szerdahelyi in view of Carlo (U.S. Patent No. 6,233,875). The Examiner contends that it 
would be obvious to provide the window raiser of Carlo in Szerhayelyi, and therefore 
claims 14-17 and 19-21 are dbvious. 

The claimed invention is not obvious. The Examiner is calling the functional 
units 5 and 6 the carrier module. In Szerdahelyi, the window lift mechanism 31 is 
mounted on the module support 3 and is not mounted on the functional units 5 and 6. 
Szerdahelyi specifically teaches mounting the window lift mechanism 31 on the module 
support 3. Moving the window lift mechanism 31 to be mounted on the functional units 
5 and 6 would teach against the disclosure of Szerdahelyi. Additionally, it is not possible 
to mount the window lift mechanism 31 on the functional units 5 and 6 as the Examiner 
contends. As shown in Figure lc, the functional units 5 and 6 are small and not capable 
of supporting a window lift mechanism 31. There is also not enough room on the 
functional units 5 and 6 to fit the window lift mechanism 31 . It is not possible to mount 
the window lift mechanism 31 on the functional units 5 and 6 of Szerdahelyi, and the 
claimed invention is not obvious. 

Additionally, Claims 14-17 and 19-21 depend on patentable independent claim 10 
and are allowable for the reasons set forth above. Adding Carlo to Szerdahelyi still does 
not disclose, suggest or teach the claimed invention because neither of the references 
disclose an access opening formed at a free edge of an interior sheet metal or a carrier 
module including a base plate that closes on opening in an interior sheet metal from 
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inside a hollow space formed between the interior sheet metal and the exterior sheeting as 
claimed. Neither reference alone teaches these features. Therefore, when taken 
; together, the references does not teach, suggest or disclose these features. 

The Examiner states that the Board of Appeals has stated that the combination is 
reasonable. However, neither reference discloses an access opening formed at a free 
edge of an interior sheet metal or a carrier module including a base plate that closes on 
opening in an interior sheet metal from inside a hollow space formed between the interior 
sheet metal and the exterior sheeting. Neither reference alone teaches these features, and 
therefore the combination of the references does not disclose, suggest or teach the 
claimed invention. The claimed invention is not obvious, and Applicant respectfully 
requests that the rejection be withdrawn. 

Claim 18 

The rejection of Claim 18 is separately contested from the rejection of Claims 14 
et al. Claim 18 recites that the window lifting arrangement features a diecast part as a 
carrying structure. Carlo discloses a module including a plate of an injected molded 
material such as polypropylene, polyphenylene, or polyethylene having a peripheral part 
of polyamide. Neither Szerdahelyi nor Carlo discloses or suggests a diecast part as 
required by Appellant's claims. A diecast carrying structure is not disclosed or suggested 
in either reference, and Claim 18 is further not obvious in view of Szerdahelyi arid Carlo 

Claim 29 

Claim 29 is not obvious. Claim 29 recites that the window lifting arrangement 
carried by the carrier module includes a pair of guide rails that are rigidly connected for a 
window pane. The Examiner is calling the functional units 5 and 6 the carrier module. 
In Szerdahelyi, the window lift mechanism 31 is mounted on the module support 3 and is 
not mounted on the functional units 5 and 6. Szerdahelyi specifically teaches mounting 
the window lift mechanism 31 on the module support 3. Moving the window lift 
mechanism 31 to be mounted on the functional units 5 and 6 would teach against the 
disclosure of Szerdahelyi. Additionally, it is not possible to mount the window lift 
mechanism 31 including guide rails on the functional units 5 and 6 as the Examiner 
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contends. As shown in Figure 1c, the functional units 5 and 6 are small and not capable 
of supporting a window lift mechanism 31 including guide rails. There is also not 
enough room on the functional units 5 and 6 to fit the window lift mechanism 31 
including guide rails. It is not possible to mount the window lift mechanism 31 including 
guide rails on the functional units 5 and 6 of Szerdahelyi, and the claimed invention is not 
obvious. 


CLOSING 

For the reasons set forth above, the rejection of all claims is improper and should 
be reversed. Appellant respectfully requests such an action. 


Dated: March 6, 2007 


Respectfully Submitted, 
CARLSON, GASKEY & OLDS, RC 


:arli 


Karin H. Butchko 
Registration No. 45,864 
Attorney for Appellant 
400 West Maple Road, Suite 350 
Birmingham, Michigan 48009 
(248) 988-8360 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE 

I hereby certify that this appeal brief is being facsimile transmitted to the United States 


Patent and Trademark Office, 571-273-8300 on 



Ml 


Amy M. Spaulding 



8 

PApE ?H:^CyD 3/OT0O7 1 3:45:30 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR: USPTO -EFXRF-2/20 • DNIS:2738300 " C SID :1 24 89 888363 • DURATION (mm-ss):04-46 


03/-06/2007 TUB 15:49 FAX 12489888363 — — USPTO 0009/013 

Serial No. 09/672,393 
60130-899 

CLAIM APPENDIX 

10. A motor vehicle door comprising: 
an interior sheet metal; ^ 
an exterior sheeting; 

a hollow interior space formed between said exterior sheeting and said interior sheet 

metal; 

an opening in. said interior sheet metal; 

a carrier module that closes said opening and carries at least one functional part of 
the motor vehicle door, said carrier module including a base plate which closes said opening 
from inside said hollow interior space; and 

an access opening formed at a free edge of said interior sheet metal sized large 
enough to allow entry of said carrier module into said hollow interior space. 

1 L The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 10 wherein said access opening is closed 
by said exterior sheeting, and said exterior sheeting further includes a carrier frame. 

14. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 10 wherein said at least one functional 
part is a window lifting assembly including at least one guide rail for a window pane which 
is lifted and lowered 

15. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 10 wherein said at least one functional 
part is a window lifting arrangement including a pair of guide rails which are rigidly 
connected for a window pane which is lifted and lowered. 

16. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 15 wherein said window lifting 
arrangement includes a window driving member. 

17. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 16 wherein said window driving member 
includes at least one connecting brace that accepts a traction cable. 1 
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18. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 15 wherein said window lifting 
arrangement includes a diecast part that functions as a carrying structure. 


19. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 14 wherein said carrier module carries an 
additional functional part. 

20. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 15 wherein said pair of guide rails carries 
an additional functional part. 

21. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 17 wherein said at least one connecting 
brace carries an additional functional part. 

23. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 10 wherein said base plate is received in 
said opening. 

25. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 10 wherein said free edge of said 
interior sheet metal is a side edge. 

26. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 10 wherein said interior sheet metal 
and said exterior sheeting together define the hollow interior space. 
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27. A motor vehicle door comprising: 
an interior sheet metal; 

an exterior sheeting; 

a hollow interior space formed between said exterior sheeting and said interior sheet 

metal; 

an access opening to said hollow interior space provided in said interior sheet metal; 
a closing plate that closes said access opening, said closing plate including an 
opening; and 

a carrier module that carries a window lifting arrangement and closes said opening, 
said carrier module including a base plate, wherein said access opening is sized largo 
enough to allow entry of said carrier module into said hollow interior space. 

28. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 27 wherein said closing plate closes said 
access opening from outside said hollow interior space 

29. The motor vehicle door as recited in claim 27 wherein said window lifting 
arrangement includes a pair of guide rails which are rigidly connected for a window pane 
which is lifted and lowered. 
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EVIDENCE APPENDIX 
None 
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RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 
None 
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